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PHYSICAL – GENERAL

General



 This handbook provides information and instructions to Collocators on how to order physical collocation arrangements from AT&T 21-STATE .  AT&T 21-STATE  shall also maintain a copy of the Interconnector’s Collocation Services Handbook for Physical Collocation and other collocation documentation on the CLEC online web site (https://clec.att.com/). 

This handbook is a living document and thus subject to change.  As new information becomes available an Accessible Letter is issued to the Collocator’s informing them of the major changes.  Any questions regarding collocation should be referred to CLEC’s Collocation Account Manager.  

The Collocator cannot be required to comply with changes in the Interconnector’s Collocation Services Handbook which are in conflict with the terms of the Interconnector Collocation Agreement (ICA) or applicable tariff.  In all cases, the ICA or tariff provisions govern and can only be changed through negotiations between the parties.

Except where Physical Collocation is not practical for technical reasons or because of space limitations, AT&T 21-STATE  will provide Physical Collocation to Collocator for the purpose of interconnecting to AT&T 21-STATE  network for the transmission and routing of telephone exchange service or exchange access, or both pursuant to 47 U.S.C. §251 (c)(2), or for obtaining access to AT&T 21-STATE  Unbundled Network Elements (“UNEs”) for the provision of a telecommunications service pursuant to 47 U.S.C. §251 (c)(3) of the FTA 96.  Physical Collocation will be provided on a "first come, first served" basis, in accordance with the requirements of the Act (including 47 U.S.C. 251 (c)(6) of the FTA 96.

Physical Collocation provides actual space (also referred to as dedicated space and/or collocation space) within an AT&T 21-STATE  premise.  The Collocator will lease the dedicated space from AT&T 21-STATE  and install their own telecommunications equipment that is necessary for interconnection or access to unbundled network elements, except for equipment used solely for switching or enhanced services.  AT&T 21-STATE  will provide Collocators with an entrance to the central office premises. Once inside, the Collocators will have direct access to their equipment.  The Collocator will certify in writing to AT&T 21-STATE  that the equipment is necessary for interconnection or access to unbundled network elements.

The Collocator is solely responsible for the design, engineering, testing performance and maintenance of the telecommunications equipment and facilities used in the dedicated space.  AT&T 21-STATE  will permit the collocation of equipment such as DSLAMs, routers, ATM multiplexers, and remote switch modules in AT&T 21-STATE  Eligible Structures.  AT&T 21-STATE  may not place any limitations on the ability of Collocators to use all the features, functions, and capabilities of collocated equipment, including but not limited to, switching and routing features and functions.  However, AT&T 21-STATE  may deny the collocation of equipment that is not necessary for access to unbundled network elements or for interconnection, such as equipment used exclusively for switching, enhanced services, or –48 volt DC power equipment that duplicates the existing power generating and distribution equipment deployed in the SWBT network, such as battery distribution fuse bays (BDFB).

AT&T 21-STATE  will provide caged, shared caged, cageless and other physical collocation arrangements within its Eligible Structures.  The process begins when a Collocator places an order for a collocation arrangement using the Physical Collocation Application Form.

AT&T 21-STATE  Will Provide the Following Forms of Physical Collocation:

CAGED PHYSICAL COLLOCATION

AT&T 21-STATE  will provide Collocators with caged physical collocation that provides the Collocator with an individual enclosure (not including a top) around their dedicated collocation space. This enclosure is in an area designated by AT&T 21-STATE  within an Eligible Structure to be used by the Collocator for the sole purpose of installing, maintaining and operating the Collocator provided equipment.  

AT&T 21-STATE  will prorate the charge for site conditioning and preparation undertaken to construct or condition the collocation space so the first collocator in a particular AT&T 21-STATE  premises will not be responsible for the entire cost of site preparation.  The cost for Caged Physical Collocation floor space will be on a per square foot basis, so the first Collocator in an AT&T 21-STATE  Eligible Structure will not be responsible for the entire cost of site preparation.  However, AT&T 21-STATE  will provide Caged Floor Space in increments of 50 square feet. This minimum was established in order to allow for a door into the cage, one line-up of equipment bays and sufficient space between the cage enclosure and the bay(s) for technicians to install and maintain equipment.  If the Collocator wants to add space to an existing cage, the collocator must order additional caged space in 50 square foot increments.

SHARED PHYSICAL COLLOCATION CAGES 

AT&T 21-STATE  will provide shared physical collocation to new entrants.   A shared collocation cage is a caged collocation space shared by two or more Collocators within an Eligible Structure. Collocators may apply for a Shared Physical Collocation Cage via a new request for Physical Collocation. The Collocator requesting the shared physical collocation cage allocates the requested space among the number of Collocators initially requesting such space (“New Shared Collocation”) or a request by Collocator to enter into a sublease arrangement with another Resident Collocator(s) in Collocator’s existing Physical Collocation (“Subleased Shared Collocation”).

In each Shared Caged Collocation arrangement, AT&T 21-STATE ’s single point of contact (SPOC) with respect to a Shared Caged Collocation arrangement shall be referred to as the “Primary Collocator”.  For New Shared Collocation, the Primary Collocator shall be the single Collocator that submits the request for New Shared Collocation on behalf of the other Resident Collocators.  For Subleased Shared Collocation,  the Primary Collocator shall be the Collocator that originally requested and occupied such space and is the subleaser in such arrangement. 

An order for Shared Caged Collocation shall include blanket letters of authorization signed by the Primary Collocator.  The letters shall authorize each other Resident Collocator to utilize the Connecting Facility Assignments associated with the Primary Collocator.  The letters shall be signed by each Resident Collocator thus authorizing the Primary Collocator to request and place firm orders for Shared Caged Collocation and facilities on the Resident Collocators behalf. 

New Shared Collocation is available in minimum increments of fifty (50) square feet (per caged space dimensions, not per Collocator).  Space totaling less than fifty (50) square feet will be provided where technically feasible.  Resident Collocators may request space in single bay increments.  Resident collocators shall request New Shared Collocation from AT&T 21-STATE  in a single application.  A request, and any subsequent order for New Shared Collocation, shall be submitted by the Primary Collocator.  When making New Shared Collocation available, AT&T 21-STATE  shall not increase the Preparation Charges above the cost of provisioning a cage of similar dimensions and materials to a single Collocator, except in those circumstances when it is specifically required to accommodate a Resident Collocator’s specific instruction..  AT&T 21-STATE  will prorate the Preparation Charges incurred to construct the shared collocation cage or condition the space for Collocation use among the Resident Collocators utilizing the New Shared Collocation space.  This will be done by determining the total preparation charges necessary to make that space available.   Charges will be allocated to each Resident Collocator based on the percentage of space allocated to each Resident Collocator, as indicated by the Primary Collocator on the Collocation order, The percentage divided among the Resident Collocators in a New Shared Collocation space must equal one hundred percent (100%).  AT&T 21-STATE  will prorate the charge for site conditioning and preparation to construct or condition the collocation space so the first Collocator in an AT&T 21-STATE  premise will not be responsible for the entire cost of site preparation.  Allocation of Preparation Charges shall occur only upon the initial delivery of New Shared Collocation and AT&T 21-STATE  shall not be required to adjust such allocation if another Resident Collocator subsequently shares such space.  Except with respect to prorated Preparation Charges, AT&T 21-STATE  shall bill only the Primary Collocator for charges on the New Shared Collocation. The Primary Collocator shall be the primary obligor with respect to the payment..  It is the Primary Collocator’s responsibility to recover from each  Resident Collocator the proportionate share of Charges billed to the Primary Collocator for the New Shared Cage Collocation

If Collocator is a Resident Collocator but not the Primary Collocator in a New Shared Collocation arrangement, Collocator agrees that the rates, terms and conditions of the Collocation provisions related to the Primary Collocator shall apply to its new Shared Collocation arrangement. Further, as a condition of ordering New Shared Collocation, the  Primary Collocator in a New Shared Collocation arrangement, shall require its Resident Collocator(s) to execute an agreement prior to the delivery date that requires such Resident Collocator(s)’ compliance with the terms, conditions and restrictions relating to Collocation and also designates SBC-12-STATE as a third party beneficiary of such agreement.  Collocator, acting in its capacity as Primary Collocator, shall notify its Resident Collocator(s) of the obligation to comply with the Collocation provisions and shall be responsible for any breach of such provisions by the Resident Collocator(s).

The Primary Collocator represents and warrants to AT&T 21-STATE  that each Resident Collocator with which it shares Shared Caged Collocation space shall only collocate equipment which is necessary to Interconnect with AT&T 21-STATE  or for access to AT&T 21-STATE ’s Unbundled Network Elements. AT&T 21-STATE  shall provide Collocator access to AT&T 21-STATE ’s Unbundled Network Elements and permit Collocator to interconnect its network with AT&T 21-STATE  from Shared Caged Collocation, regardless of whether the  Collocator was the original Collocator.  The Primary Collocator, however, shall have no right to request, and AT&T 21-STATE  shall have no obligation to provide, Resident Collocator's access to AT&T 21-STATE ’s Unbundled Network elements or AT&T 21-STATE ’s network.  Instead, a Resident Collocator’s rights shall be as determined by such Resident Collocator’s contractual arrangement with AT&T 21-STATE .

As a condition of entering into Shared Caged Collocation, Collocator agrees to certain conditions.  If Collocator is not the Primary Collocator in a New Shared Collocation, or if Collocator is the subleasee in a Subleased Shared Collocation arrangement, Collocator unconditionally and irrevocably undertakes and guarantees AT&T 21-STATE  the prompt and full payment of any charges assessed on the Shared Caged Collocation.  If the Primary Collocator in a Shared Caged Collocation arrangement no longer occupies the space, the other Resident Collocators must immediately identify a new Primary Collocator.  If only one Collocator remains in the Shared Cage Collocation, that Collocator shall become the Primary Collocator.  AT&T 21-STATE  shall bill the new Primary Collocator any applicable charges to change AT&T 21-STATE ’s records and databases to reflect such new Primary Collocator

SUBLEASED SHARED PHYSICAL COLLOCATION CAGES  

If the Collocator is the Primary Collocator, then that (Primary) Collocator shall be responsible for its and its Resident Collocator’s compliance with the terms, conditions and restrictions.  As a condition to permitting another Collocator to sublease space from Collocator, Collocator shall require such other Collocator(s) to execute a sublease agreement prior to the delivery date.  This agreement requires such Collocator’s compliance with the terms, conditions and restrictions relating to Collocation and also designates AT&T 21-STATE  as a third party beneficiary of such agreement.  Collocator, acting in its capacity as Primary Collocator, shall notify its Resident Collocator(s) of the obligation to comply with the Collocation provisions of the Tariff or Interconnection Agreement and shall be responsible for any breach of such provisions by the Resident Collocator(s).

If Collocator is the subleasee (i.e., not the Primary Collocator) in a Subleased Shared Collocation arrangement, Collocator agrees that the rates, terms and conditions of Collocation provisions related to the Primary Collocator shall be applicable.

CAGELESS PHYSICAL COLLOCATION 

Subject to technical feasibility and security requirements, AT&T 21-STATE  will allow a Collocator to collocate in any unused space in AT&T 21-STATE ’s Eligible Structure (e.g. Central Office, CEV, Hut or Cabinet containing Telecommunications Equipment), without requiring the construction of a cage or similar structure, and without requiring the creation of a separate entrance to a Collocator’s Physical Collocation Space.  AT&T 21-STATE  will designate the space to be used for cageless collocation.  AT&T 21-STATE  may require a Collocator to use a central entrance to the building in which the cageless collocation is provided, but may not require construction of a new entrance for a Collocator’s use, and once inside the building, AT&T 21-STATE  must permit a Collocator to have direct access to their equipment.

AT&T Southwest, West and Midwest Regions only- If the  Collocator choses to  install their own bays (contract specific),  it must be by an AT&T 21-STATE  Approved Vendor.   AT&T 21-STATE  will provide space for the bay(s) in either a Standard Bay arrangement of 10-sq. ft. or a Non-Standard Bay arrangement of 18 sq. ft.  The standard bay and non-standard bay dimensions are as follows: 

· Cageless Collocation will accommodate two generic sizes of floor space requirements or Dedicated Space. The standard bay footprint will accommodate a 7'0" bay framework (Zone 4 Unequal flange) equipped with a 5" front guard rail and a 2" rear guard rail, zone 4 anchors, and bay ground lead assembly. This standard bay will accommodate equipment no more than 15 inches deep. Due to egress needs, the minimum floor space requirements for this standard bay is 10 square feet. The large bay footprint will require a minimum of 18 square feet to allow for a 36-inch deep cabinet layout with swinging doors or equipment with greater than a 15-inch depth per AT&T Standards. 

· AT&T Southeast Region only – With Cageless Collocation, the CLEC will provide the exact square footage needed. The standard bay footprint will accommodate a 7'0" bay framework (Zone 4 Unequal flange) equipped with a 5" front guard rail and a 2" rear guard rail, zone 4 anchors, and bay ground lead assembly per AT&T Standards.
AT&T 21-STATE  prefers that the equipment mounted in the bay be flush mounted with the front of the bay, however the equipment must not be mounted beyond the lower front kick plate (normally 5") for appropriate egress.  The total depth of bay, including equipment and associated cabling must not exceed 15" for a standard bay.

AT&T 21-STATE  may not require a Collocator to use an intermediate interconnection arrangement (i.e., a POT bay) in lieu of direct connection to AT&T 21-STATE ’s network if that arrangement simply increases collocation costs without a concomitant benefit to incumbents.  AT&T 21-STATE ’s network if technically feasible. AT&T 21-STATE  may take reasonable steps to protect its own equipment, such as, but not limited to, enclosing AT&T 21-STATE  equipment in its own cage, and other reasonable security measures.  AT&T 21-STATE  must make cageless collocation space available in single-bay increments, meaning that Collocator can purchase space in single bay increments.  AT&T 21-STATE  will prorate the charge for site conditioning and preparation undertaken to construct or condition the collocation space so the first Collocator in an AT&T 21-STATE  Premise will not be responsible for the entire cost of site preparation. AT&T 21-STATE  will provide collocation space in CEV’s, Huts or Cabinets in increments of “rack inches” (the amount of vertical rack space required to mount the Collocator’s equipment including any space required for equipment separation and heat dissipation).

ADJACENT SPACE COLLOCATION 

When space is legitimately exhausted inside a AT&T 21-STATE  Eligible Structure, AT&T 21-STATE  will permit Collocators to physically collocate in adjacent controlled environmental vaults or similar structures to the extent technically feasible.  

AT&T 21-STATE  will permit Collocators to construct or otherwise procure such adjacent structure, subject only to reasonable safety and maintenance requirements, and zoning and other state and local regulations. AT&T 21-STATE  will provide power and physical collocation services and facilities to adjacent structures, subject to the same non-discrimination requirements as other physical collocation arrangements in the Collocation Agreement. 

At the Collocators request, AT&T 21-STATE  will provide AC and DC power to such adjacent structures.  Power and interconnection cabling requirements are described in the Engineering Section of this document.

If Physical Collocation Space becomes available in a previously exhausted Eligible Structure, AT&T 21-STATE  will not require a Collocator to move or prohibit a Collocator from moving, a collocation arrangement into that structure.  Instead AT&T 21-STATE  will continue to allow the Collocator to collocate in any Adjacent Structure that the Collocator has constructed or otherwise procured.

OTHER PHYSICAL COLLOCATION ARRANGEMENTS 

All requests for “Other Physical Collocation” arrangements will be considered on a Individual Case Basis (ICB).  When a Collocator requests a particular Physical Collocation arrangement, the Collocator is entitled to a refutable presumption that such arrangement is technically feasible, if any incumbent LEC with a substantially similar network has deployed such collocation arrangement in any incumbent LEC Physical Collocation Space. AT&T 21-STATE  may refuse to provide a Physical Collocation arrangement, or an equally cost effective arrangement,  if it rebuts the presumption before the state commission that the particular premises in question cannot support the arrangement because of either technical reasons or lack of space.

.

INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS

Coverage Requirements 

The Collocator shall, at its sole cost and expense procure, maintain, pay for and keep in force the following insurance coverage and any additional insurance and/or bonds required by law and underwritten by insurance companies having a BEST Insurance rating of A+VII or better, and which is authorized to do business in the jurisdiction in which the dedicated collocation space are located.  AT&T 21-STATE  shall be named as an ADDITIONAL INSURED on general liability policy.  Minimum insurance limits and requirements are covered in the applicable tariff or interconnection agreement.  

The Collocator may also elect to purchase business interruption and contingent business interruption insurance, knowing that AT&T 21-STATE  has no liability for loss of profit or revenues should an interruption of service occur.

· Coverage Increases – The limits set forth may be increased by AT&T 21-STATE  from time to time during the term of a Collocation arrangement to at least such minimum limits as shall then be customary in respect of comparable situations within the existing AT&T 21-STATE  structure.

· Primary Coverage – All policies purchased by Collocator shall be deemed to be primary and not contributing to, or in excess of, any similar coverage purchased by AT&T 21-STATE .

· Effective Date – All insurance must be in effect on or before occupancy date and shall remain in force as long as any of Collocator's facilities or equipment remains within the Eligible Structure. 

· Supporting Documentation – Collocator shall submit certificates of insurance and policy binders reflecting the coverage’s specified above prior to and as a condition of, AT&T 21-STATE ’s obligation to turn over the Physical Collocation Space to Collocator or to permit any Collocator-designated subcontractors into the Eligible Structure.  Collocator shall arrange for AT&T 21-STATE  to receive thirty (30) days advance written notice from Collocator’s insurance company(s) of cancellation, non-renewal or substantial alteration of its terms.

· Carrier Recommendations – Collocator must also conform to the recommendation(s) made by AT&T 21-STATE ’s Property Insurance Company, if any, unless a recommendation is also applicable to AT&T 21-STATE  and AT&T 21-STATE  does not conform in the Eligible Structure where the Physical Collocations pace is located.

· Material Breach – Failure to comply with the provisions of this section will be deemed a material violation.

LIMITATION OF LIABILITY

Collocator acknowledges and understands that AT&T 21-STATE  may provide space in, or access to, the Eligible Structure to other persons or entities (“Others”) which may include competitors of Collocator. Collocator acknowledges that such space may be close to the Physical Collocation Space, possibly including space adjacent to the Physical Collocation Space and/or with access to the outside of the physical collocation space.  Collocator acknowledges  that if Collocator requests a cage around its equipment, the cage Physical Collocation Space is a permeable boundary that will not prevent the Others from observing or even damaging Collocator’s equipment and facilities.  In addition to any other applicable limitation, AT&T 21-STATE  shall have absolutely no liability with respect to any action or omission by any Other, regardless of the degree of culpability of any such Other or AT&T 21-STATE , and regardless of whether any claimed AT&T 21-STATE  liability arises in tort or in contract. Collocator shall save and hold AT&T 21-STATE  harmless from any and all costs, expenses, and claims associated with any such acts or omission by any Other acting for, through, or as a result of Collocator.

Collocator cannot be required to comply with changes in the Collocation Service Handbook, which are in conflict with the applicable tariff or terms of their Interconnection Agreement (ICA).  

This document currently covers the following AT&T Local Exchange Carriers 





AT&T-Southwest (Texas, Missouri, Oklahoma, Kansas, and Arkansas) 


AT&T-West (California and Nevada) 


AT&T-Midwest (Ohio, Wisconsin, Illinois, Michigan and Indiana) 


AT&T- Southeast (Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee) 





Note: This document covers all regions, unless specified in individual paragraphs that the process is region specific.





NOTE: Information supplied in this Handbook is for informational purposes only. For detailed and contractual information please refer to your current contract with AT&T such as ICA’s, Tariffs or other legally binding contracts in your specific region. All such contracts take precedent over information supplied in this handbook document.
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